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2015 heritage  
mcgah vineyard - rutherford napa valley 

 
Vintage 
The 2015 growing season in the Napa Valley started out with unseasonably warm temperatures in the late 
winter and early spring. This resulted in early bud break and bloom. Colder temperatures in May (during the 
peak of bloom) caused uneven fruit set which ultimately resulted in much smaller crop in 2015, compared to 
both average yields and the three abundant preceding years. The harvest was one of the earliest on record. 
While ongoing drought was of great concern, we received 75% of normal rainfall for the water year. The most 
notable occurrence of 2015 was the devastating Valley Fire that broke out in Lake County to the north in 
September. Although the fire was tragic for the residents of Lake County, prevailing winds blew the fire’s 
smoke away from the Napa Valley. 
 
Vineyard 
McGah Family Vineyards encompasses 65 acres in Rutherford near the Silverado Trail. Being on the east side 
of the valley, there is intense exposure that yields ripe and concentrated fruit. The area is hallowed ground for 
Cabernet Sauvignon and generally growers in the area are not interested in planting unexpected varieties for 
economic reasons, as Cabernet Sauvignon commands a much higher price. The McGah family is an exception 
to the norm, and we have collaborated together under a long-term contract to develop one acre of the Heritage 
Block with special soil preparation, site-specific rootstock (St.George), and fantastic clones of Grenache (515, 
Tablas D) and Mourvédre in our rows. The block was redeveloped in 2011, and after much anticipation our 
acre produced a small crop in 2014. The vines are trained traditionally in the Gobelet Method, with tight 
spacing (4x8). It is slightly sloping benchland, so the soil is well drained with classic Rutherford red, dusty soil.  
McGah Family Vineyards celebrates the diversity of the Napa Valley. 
 
Winemaker Notes 
As with every wine I make, the goal is to produce the best wine possible in the given vintage. This often times 
does not lend to being consistent year to year. However, the 2015 Heritage, our second effort with this wine, 
shows striking similarities. This vineyard has a unique signature to the terroir that seems to be shining through, 
regardless of vintage. It is astonishingly similar to the 2014. I have very similar notes to the 2014, and had to 
open a comparison bottle to confirm. The 2015 is slightly darker in profile than the previous year.  
 
Tasting Notes 
Strawberry rhubarb pie, wild raspberry, and baking spice aromas lead to a rounded, but intense palette. Fresh 
plum and fig compote are layered through the full, well-layered finish. The tannins are round and fine grained. 
Rich, supple, and generous mouthfeel. Enjoy now through 2030. 
 
Analysis 
Harvested:   October 9, 2015 
Composition:   87% Grenache, 13% Mourvédre 
Alcohol:    15.5% 
Bottling Date:   February 2017 
Release Date:   October 2017 
Production:   97 cases 


